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Outline
• A quick look at the distribution of 

plantations/planted forests

• Definition Wars

• The case against plantations, and counterviews

• The case against tree planting as a climate 
solution, and counterviews

• Some tools and approaches to advance 
plantations that support sustainable 
development and discourage those that have 
negative social and environmental impacts



Global Map of Planted Forests and 
Agricultural Tree Crops



Planted Forests
in Europe

Source: Harris et al. (2019), 
derived from Forest Europe (2015) 
introduced species statistics and 
species distribution maps from 
San-Miguel-Ayanz et al. (2016) 
and Brus et al. (2012).



Planted Forests in the US

Source: Harris et al. 
(2019), derived from 
various sources by 
WRI authors.
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Branding a 
plantation a 
‘forest’ is like 
branding a 
big swimming 
pool as a 
‘lake’.

Definition wars –
Are plantations 
forests?



Definition wars –
Do plantations count as restoration?



The case against plantations, and 
counterviews





In the right place and managed sustainably, tree 
plantations can reduce the pressure to bring 
natural forests into production.



The case against 
tree planting as a 
climate solution, 
and counterviews Tree planting can distract from the greater priorities of 

protecting existing forest and reducing fossil fuel use, critics say.

Most projects set targets of how many trees to plant, rather than how many survive 
over time or, more importantly, whether the desired benefits are achieved. 
Tree planting is not a simple solution Karen D. Holl and Pedro H. S. Brancalion, 
Science 368 (6491), 580-581 DOI: 10.1126/science.aba8232







Tools and 
approaches – ethical 
supply chains so 
plantations don’t 
displace/exploit 
people or destroy 
ecosystems.



Tools and 
approaches –
managing to 
protect and 
enhance high 
conservation values 



Tools and approaches –
monitoring socioeconomic 
impacts and tree survival in 
forest restoration projects



https://www.weforum.org/videos/21927-2021-10-golden-rules-for-planting-trees-in-the-right-places-uplink

10 Golden Rules for Restoring Forests

Protect existing 
forests first

Put local people at 
the heart of tree-
planting projects

Maximise 
biodiversity 

recovery to meet 
multiple goals

Select the right 
area for 

reforestation

Use natural forest 
regrowth 

wherever possible

Select the right 
tree species that 

can maximise 
biodiversity

Make sure the 
trees are resilient 

to adapt to a 
changing climate

Plan ahead Learn by doing

Make it pay

https://www.weforum.org/videos/21927-2021-10-golden-rules-for-planting-trees-in-the-right-places-uplink
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